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Commemoration of Victories. — The Romans would 
never decree a triumph for viotories, however signal or benefi- 
cent, won over their own citizens. An example worthy of uni- 
versal imitation ; and we are glad to find it stated that the 
King of Prussia has isued an order forbidding the further anni- 
versary of the great victory of Sadowa, on the ground that 
it was a victory of Germans over Germans. What a rebuke 
from pagan Rome and monarchcial Prussia to republican, 
reputedly Christian America for the general fervor of 
«eal among us for decorating the graves of those who fell 
in our late rebellion, whether loyalist or rebel, whether 
fighting to repress or to perpetrate crime, and expending 
millions of treasure in the aggregate to raise monuments to 
their memory. If a given neighborhood in New England 
should have a bloody feud in which some scores or hundreds 
fell stained with fraternal blood, would it be Christian or 
wise to perpetuate the memory of such an event by eulogies 
and granite monuments ? 



The Present State of Peace. — The world has seldom 
known a period of more profound peace than that which now 
prevails. Not only are there no wars, but at present no rumors 
of war._ The Emperor Napoleon is feeble, the King of 
Prussia is old, the Emperor of Austria is engaged in domestic 
reforms, the Czar is resting on his laurels, the King of Italy 
is satisfied with what he has already obtained, and Spain ought 
to have enough on her hands without entering into foreign 
broils. Even the eternal "Eastern question," save for the 
spurt about Egypt, is quiet for a while, and neither Greece 
nor Turkey is in a fighting mood. Nothing in particular is 
going on in Asia. The United States are as little disposed to 
a belligerent policy as we are ; and although we hear of 
battles every now and then in South America, the thing is so 
far off as to seem almost like an echo from some other world. 
The war in Paraguay, the insurrection in Cuba, and the revolt 
in New Zealand, pretty well exhaust the martial facts of the 
day._ The gates of the Temple of Janus are nearly closed ; 
and if peace be a debauching influence, as some maintain, we 
now stand a very good chance of being corrupted. It would 
qf course be too much to assume that this state of things will 
last forever, or even for many years. It cannot be expected. 
Unfortunately, the world abounds in causes of quarrel, and 
the old hot blood is not yet entirely removed from human veins, 
But it is nevertheless very obvious that the tendency of mod- 
ern civilization is towards dispensing as much as possible with 
the favourite argument of kings. Not merely a finer sense of 
humanity, but a clearer perception of self-interest, inclines 
nations more and more every day to a reasonable rather than a 
violent settlement of disagreements. After all thai has been said 
by cynics glad to throw discredit on human progress, and the 
hopes of men, about the failure of the prophecies of peace ut- 
tered in connection with the Great Exhibition of 185 1. it is certain 
that the public opinion of the civilized world on this subject 
is better now than it was even twenty years ago. Dissensions 
which would formerly have led to war, are now settled by 
mediation ; and kings . and peoples are alike growing wiser 
with increasing knowledge and growing intercommunication. — 
London News. 



The Last Improvement in the Art of War. — The 
genius of Prussia, inspired from hell, invented the needle- 
gun, that of France followed with her chassepote, and at 
length comes from England the report of " a new bayonet, 
a combined saw and sword. The sword-edge, will cut a 
sheep into jomts, and the saw-edge will easily saw the shin 
bone of an ox. This weapon is proposed not only for the 
British infantry, but for the Irish constabulary. It is 
believed that it can be improved by pointing it with a de- 
tonating cap which will explode inside a man's body, blow- 
ing him into minute fragments, and thus saving the ex- 
penses of gathering and burying the dead, and the delays 
oeccasioncd by flags of truce for these purposes on battle 
fields ! " 



LANGE ON WAR. 

A Specimen of German Thinking. — His latest work is 
on War and Victory, and consists of three elaborate lectures, 
delivered before different German audiences. The first two 
were suggested by the great Prussian victory of 1866, though 
but little time is spent on this special subject. His object is to 
strip war of its gloss, to hold up the murderous thing to Chris- 
tian contempt and indignation, and yet to indicate how God has 
made it serve good ends in the course of history. There is, 
throughout the work, the same psychological and poetical un- 
dertone which one finds in nearly all Dr. Lange's works, even 
the most abstruse. 

"It is absurd to suppose that war is an unchangeable and 
natural necessity for the development of the human race. We 
are continually referred to the analogy of the conflicts of 
beasts, thereby to the bloody preservation of equilibrium ia 
the brute world. But this is a false argument. When one 
beast takes the life of another, we have, at_ most, the example 
of a human hunter or butcher, and such things as conflicts be- 
tween ants and birds have no reference to man, who is called to 
a definite purpose — to form a part of God's kingdom, which 
kingdom is one of eternal peace. The State and the Churoh 
constitute the two members of an antithesis which was united 
in the Old Testament theocracy. The theocratic Church was 
a community of faith and of population. As a community of 
faith it had the weapon of the divine word, and as a popular com- 
munity, it had the weapon of the sword. In the former respect, 
the Old Testament Church was the type of the real Church, and 
Sn the latter, it was the type of the State, which bears the 
sword. Therefore, those are not true Christians \fho would 
throw off the State, and are only bastard descendants of the Old 
Testament Church, which was both Church and State. The 
Christian State belongs to God's kingdom, but it is not the 
grand organ of God's kingdom as the Church is. 

The State is morally and legally a popular community, at 
whose fountain lie the moral nature and impulse of a people. 
Its first thought, therefore, its first power, its first duty, its 
first blessing, is law. With law it must stand or fill. War, 
like every historical expression of human life, rests upon a two- 
fold principle, — on original power of heart, on strength and 
its elaboration ; in short, on the dynamical and technical princ}- 

P le! . • 

There is such a thing as holy war ; but it very seldom occurs, 

and is only such when conducted by the spirit of true faith and 
human philanthropy. The important question 5" ' Why has 
God endowed man with important military talents ; talents 
which are clearly designed for warfare, as in the case of Alex- 
ander, Cassar, Napoleon, Wellington, Blucher and Grant? 
Not that war might be carried on to a large_ extent, but that 
its dimensions might be really reduced. The impulse to fight, 
which is now in the world, would be ten-fold greater if it were 
not controlled, inspired and dignified by military talent- It is 
a fact, which history clearly proves, that wars have been molli- 
fied and abridged by great campaigns. Therefore, mankind, 
since it is warlike by nature, should be profoundly grateful to 
God for the bestowment of special military talents ! If weask, 
what place military talents could occupy in an ideal world or in 
heaven, the picture of the archangel Michael with a sword may 
give a preliminary answer. Beyonjl this world there will be 
labor and conflicts, but they will be such as are consistent with 
a state of spotless purity and happiness. The military talents 
on earth, being transferred to heaven, will undergo a transt- 
forraation common to that of the body. — N. Y. Methodist. 

Strange mixture of sense and nonsense ! The good ends 
that God secures by war! Just as he makes even sin and 
the devil subservient to his wise and gracious purposes. 
Shall we, therefore, excuse sin and glorify Satan ? The 
betrayal of Christ in the garden led to his atoning sacrifice 
on the cross, and thus opened the way for the salvation of 
our race. Do we therefore make Judas the greatest of all 
saints, and hold up his damning offense to the admiration 
of the universe ? Such is the logic that justifies or tolerates 
war. " Profoundly grateful to God for his bestowment of 



